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Mr CharlesMcKay 
Church Ranch 
10050 Wadsworth Boulevard 
Westrmnstcr CO 80021 

The Ikpartmcnt of Energy Rocky Flats Field Office (RFFO) received and rtvlewed your 
letter of concern dated March 30 2001 regdng the Church Ranch water nghts drtch 
(or Smart Ihtch) and storage A copy of your March 30 2001 letter was faxed to the 
Rocky Flats Coonhator at the City of Wesmnster and ad&uonaI infonnatlon about the 
February 28 2001 mwng was requested from the Coordmator We m i v e d  the 
enclosed letter in reply RFFO staff evaluated exlshng radionuclide data from the 
vicinity of Smart Ditch and this letter summarizes the findmgs 

The Smart Ditch is outside the boundanes of any known areas of contammatron and 
there is no hydrologic connechon between Smart Ditch and other Rocky plats 
Environmental Technology Site (Site) b n a g e s  Soil data from the area arc well below 
present ra&onuclide soil acbon levels They are also below antmpated final soil actm 
levels cumntly king &scussed wth stakeholders and regulators A map of soil sample 
locations and values in the area of Smart ntch spfical ly in Sechon 13 Township 2 
South Range 70 West is included for your information The range of values for soil 
samples taken in the WCIN~Y of Smart DWh in ptcocunes per gram (pCdg) for 
nuhonucltdes near Smart Drtch arc as follows 

Plutonium (Pu 239/240) 
Americium (Am 241) 

0 0484 pcdg to 0 3421 pcdg 
0 0152 pcdg to 0 0514 pcdg 

Data avsulable for isotopes of uranium (U 2331234 235 and 238) are also listed on the 
enclosed map 

There are no demled studles specifically dealing wth water from the Smart Gtch 
drarnage One sample event for total and &ssolvcd Pu 239/240 and Am 241 at Pond 
D 1 and one groundwater sampling event from well B303089 WMC found in the Site s 
Soil Water Database (SWD) Well B303089 IS located in the southeast comer of the Site 
near Indtana Street Addfuonally a surface water sample rcsult from one sampling event 
on October 26 1992 from GS15 (located on Smart B t c h  at the Smart I)ltch/Woman 
Creek splitter box above Pond D 1) was retncvcd from legacy mollltonng data archives 
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The ra&onuclide results from these samples in picocunes per liter (&A) are as 
follows 

PondD 1 
Pu 2391240 Am 241 

Total 0 OOO pC1L 0 005 pcfi 

Total 0 001 pClL 

Dissolved 0 003 pCdL 0 003 pCdL 
Well B303089 

Gaging Stabon (GS) 15 
Dissolved OOOOpCdL  0 003 p C f i  

These results are well below the current Rocky Flats Cleanup Agreement water quality 
standards of 0 15 pCdL for plutonium and amencium The data show no evidence that 
Smart Ditch water nghts have been affwted by activitles at the Site Based on the 
avadable soil and water data the Site does not anhcipate the need for any cleanup 
actmties in the area nor does the Site believe there are any addmond measures that need 
to be taken to protect water quality in Smart Ditch 

Adhbonal Rocky Flats data are avnlable on the Site s website at www rfets g y  at the 
Environmental Data headmg where informahon is &splayed for au water and soil 

We would be glad to answer any adhhonal queshons you may have on h s  issue Please 
let me know if I can be of further assistance or contact John Ramp of my staff at (303) 
966-6246 

Sincerely n 
I 

JokephA Legare 
Assistant Manager 

for Environment and Infrastructure 

Enclosures 

cc w/Encl 
J Rampe DAME1 RFFO 
G I3111 AI RFFO 
N Castaiieda ERWM RFFO 
S Schiesswohl AI RFFO 
J stover AI RFFO 
L Butler K H 
R Nixunger K H  
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April 5 2001 

Steven R Schiesswohl 
Realty Officer Assets Management Division 
Rocky Flats Field Office 
US Department of Energy 
10808 Highway 93 Unit A 
Golden Colorado 80403 8200 

Dear Mr Schiesswohl 

This letter is in response to the issues you expressed concerning the mcetmg on 
February 28 2001 between Westrmnster City Manager Bill Chnstophcr Water 
Resources and Treatment Manager Kelly DiNatale Water Resources Engmeer 
Dan Stnetelmeier and City Engineer Dave Downing with Charlie McKay Bruce 
Nickenon and &egg Bradbury developers of property south of Rocky Flats 
The following information is provided in order to clear up any rmsunderstandmgs 
that may have occumd concerning the purpose and information provided at the 
meeting City staff who attended and participated in the meeting prowded the 
information contained in this letter 

The purpose of the February 28 meeting was to discuss stonn water/over 
detenuodretention and stormwater bypasses of Standley Lake with Charlie 
McKay Bruce Nickerson and Gregg Bradbury As part of the discussion, Mr 
McKay expressed curiosity as to Wesmnster concerns with wing Sectlon 13 for 
the Northwest Parkway curve connectmg Indiana to I-hghways 72 and 93 
Westrmnster staff assured Mr McKay that the Citys pnmary concern was 
protecting Standley Lake and that as he knows Smart Dttch water gas mto 
Standley Lake Soil disturbance in Sectlon 13 could result in soil erosion and 
movement of contanunation into the dramage dung storm events 

Information was shared that the Department of b r g y  had sent an Isotope 
Activities map for plutonium and amencium sampling in Sectxon 13 dated 
January 17 2001 Staff indicated to Mr McKay that the map and supporting 
documents indicated that Iimted sampling had occurred in the early 90 s with no 
follow up soil sampling since that time and that additional sampling should be 
required as part of the final closeout of the Buffer Zone Staffs intention was not 
to raise issues of plutonium and americium contarmnation in Smart Ditch but to 
discuss mutual concerns with water protection water nghts and what is unknown 
concerning Section 13 and Westrmnster s concerns with any disturbance of 
Sectlon 13 
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Westminster hopes that this background information IS helpful to the Department 
of Energy in detemnmg the events and conversations that occurred in relation to 
this meeting with Mr McKay Westminster did not provide Mr McKay with a 
copy of the surface soil isotope activity map for Section 13 at this meetmg As 
was pr?mously stated the purpose of this meeting was to discuss a stormwater 
management plan for the entire drainage basin not contarmnauon concerns 
related to Section 13 or the Smart drainage 

Plea% feels free to contact me at 303430 2400 x2174 i f  vou require further 
information The City of Westrmnster is more than happy to drscuss any issues 
related to Section 13 Smart drainage and the Woman Creek dramage wth the 
Department of Energy 

Sincerely 

Mary h l o w  
Rocky Flats Coordinator 

cc John Ramp Department of Energy 
Joe Legare Department of Energy 
Norma Castenada Department of Energy 
Bill Chnstopher City Manager 
Ron Hellbusch Director Public Works and Utilities 
Kelly DiNatale Water Resources and Treatment Manager 
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